“Brilliant. Quite unlike anything I've ever read. Don’t miss this one.”
— Shari Lapena, New York Times bestselling author of The Couple Next Door
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For Tim, Leo, and Rex, always, everything.



Time Destination Expected

1st 7:06 London Victoria 5 min

South London Service formed of 8 coaches.

2nd 7:13 Bedford




Someone will die here this morning, at this suburban train station. It will
happen in the next five minutes when the 7:06 to London Victoria arrives.

Four others have died here previously. In 1861, an alcoholic mourning
his dead wife and child in a stupor of grief. In 1923, a World War I veteran,
suffering from shell shock, bombs exploding in his head until his last
breath. In 1972, a teenage girl, unmarried and pregnant, forced to leave
home by her parents. In 1994, a seeing-eye dog who gave its life to save its
owner when he stumbled perilously close to the tracks at just the wrong
moment.

At least two of these deaths were accidental, one was intentional, and
one seemed intentional but wasn’t, but they will not be described here in
detail because we have only a few minutes before the train arrives. And
there is a great deal yet to discuss. And a fifth death to witness that may or
may not be deliberate. It will be hard to tell when it happens.

Turn your attention now to the stairs descending to the platform. A
small child struggles out of his mother’s grasp. He shrieks. He bolts toward
the tracks.

He looks over his shoulder and sees his stricken mother, running. He
laughs and trots to the edge of the platform. He turns around to face her, his
back to the platform edge and the tracks beneath it. He does not realize that
he has crossed the yellow caution line. Even if he does realize it, he is too
young to understand the yellow line’s warning that another step back will
be too far. He steps.




